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EASLEY ANNOUNCES 200 JOBS AND $50 MILLION INVESTMENT IN BURKE COUNTY 

RALEIGH --Governor Mike Easley today announced that Japan-based Viscotec Automotive Products will locate their 
first North Carolina facility in Burke County, creating 200 jobs and investing $50 million. 

“Today’s announcement is solid evidence of the importance of North Carolina’s focus on Japanese investment and the 
strong benefit that Commerce’s overseas operations, including the Tokyo office can bring to all areas of this state,” said 
Easley. “I am pleased to welcome Viscotec to North Carolina as the newest member of our state’s international 
corporate community.” 

“This announcement today is, in part, a result of a consistent effort of calling on Seiren, which included our meeting 
with the company during last fall’s trade and investment mission to Japan,” said Commerce Secretary Jim Fain, who 
attended today’s announcement in Morganton. “North Carolina has worked hard to market itself around the U.S. and 
around the world as a great place to do business.  The announcement today tells us that our remarkable international 
reputation is in tact. I look forward to working with Viscotec as they grow strong in our state.” 

Viscotec Automotive Products, a subsidiary of Seiren Co. Ltd. of Fukui City, Japan, manufactures textile fabrics used in 
automotive interiors. The company will occupy a 217,500 square foot facility in Morganton and plans to begin operation 
in the spring of next year. Seiren has two other facilities in the United States in New Jersey and New York and 28 
facilities worldwide. The Morganton- Burke County facility will be their largest US facility.  

“The Burke County Economic Development Council began working on this project in March of this year and the entire 
Board is delighted to have a quality company such as Viscotec locate in the Thorn Building,” said Morris Baker, 
Chairman of the Burke County EDC. “This announcement today is a real credit to the community and the elected 
leadership and a very positive direction for the Morganton and Burke economy.” 

The North Carolina Department of Commerce worked on this project in partnership with the Burke County Economic 
Development Council, Western Piedmont Community College, the Morganton office of the Employment Security 
Commission and city and county leaders.  Viscotec Automotive Products may qualify for job creation and investment 
tax credits under the William S. Lee Quality Jobs and Business Expansion Act.  

“We want to wish Viscotec the very best and thank them for the confidence they have shown in Burke County by 
locating their new facility here,” said Trossie Wall, Chairman of the Burke County Board of Commissioners.  
“Manufacturing jobs are very important to our citizens and we are pleased this facility will be adding a number of high 
quality jobs to Burke County’s economy.” 
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